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YEAR 7 STUDENTS — SECONDARY SCHOOL 

671. Mr B.S. WYATT to the Premier: 

I have a supplementary question. Can the Premier guarantee that cabinet will make a decision on this issue 
before Parliament rises this year?  

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied:  

I keep on saying that if the member wants to swap sides, he might get a guernsey in cabinet! I think the member 
for Victoria Park has a lot of promise. If he wants to come over to this side —  

Mr B.S. Wyatt: All I want is an answer! 

Mr E.S. Ripper: We come as a package!  

Mr C.J. BARNETT: No; we only want him! There is a whole lot over there we do not want—at any price!  

Mr B.S. Wyatt: Before the end of the year?  

Mr C.J. BARNETT: If the member for Victoria Park wants to come over and join us, he can be part of the 
negotiations within government. I am not putting any timing on it; it is a big decision. We are looking at it.  

Mr B.S. Wyatt: It has been two years since the minister raised it, Premier. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: Yes; it is a big decision. The feigned impatience by members opposite is a bit rich. When 
the school starting age was changed and when universal kindergarten for four-year-olds and universal 
preprimary for five-year-olds was introduced, those changes applied to children who had not yet been born. They 
may have been conceived but they had not yet been born. That cohort has gone through the system. Where was 
the decision making during the eight years of Labor? It actually did not address the issue, yet that cohort was 
coming through year by year. It will be this government that will address the issue.  
 


